
If you like Downton Abbey 
WWI, England, glitzy fashion,  

servants of the rich and mighty, 
and wartime romance. 

House at Tyneford by Natasha Solomons 

A 19-year-old Jewish girl in 1938 Vienna escapes the Nazis by becoming a domestic servant 

in England at Tyneford, home of the aristocratic Rivers family, where she forms a friendship 

with the youngest son that changes them both.  FIC SOLOMONS 

 

Ravenscar Dynasty by Barbara Taylor Bradford 

Devastated by the deaths of three family members in a suspicious fire, young Edward  

Deravenel battles his cousin for control of a business empire that was usurped from his 

branch of the family sixty years earlier.  FIC BRADFORD 

 
Below Stairs by Margaret Powell 
Chronicles the experiences of a 1920s maid working in the great houses of England,  

detailing the disparate lives of the upper class and their servants, the class struggles  

inherent in the relationship, and daily life as a servant.  641.5092 P 

 
Maisie Dobbs by Jacqueline Winspear 
Private detective Maisie Dobbs must investigate the reappearance of a dead man who turns 

up at a cooperative farm called the Retreat that caters to men who are recovering their health 

after World War I. FIC WINSPEAR 

 
Brideshead Revisited by Evelyn Waugh 

Captain Charles Ryder, stationed at Brideshead, recalls his boyhood associations with the  

odd but charming members of an English noble family.  FIC WAUGH 

 
Return of Captain John Emmett by Elizabeth Speller 
When an old flame asks for his help in finding the truth about her veteran brother's alleged 

suicide, detective Bartram uncovers a link between a group of war poets and a feud in the  

victim's regiment before more veterans are discovered dead.  FIC SPELLER 

 
Life Class by Pat Barker 
A novel capturing the devastation and psychological trauma of the Great War on every level  

of British society focuses on a group of young art students.  FIC BARKER 

 
The House at Riverton by Kate Morton 
Living out her final days in a nursing home, ninety-eight-year-old Grace remembers the  

secrets surrounding the 1924 suicide of a young poet during a glittering society party hosted 

by Grace's English aristocrat employers, a family that is shattered by war. FIC MORTON 
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Birdsong by Sebastian Faulks 

In 1910, Stephen Wraysford, a young Englishman, journeys to France and becomes embroiled 

in a series of traumatic events, including a clandestine love affair, and is later trapped amid 

the horrors of the First World War. 

FIC FAULKS 

 
Stranger’s Child by Alan Hollinghurst 
Embraced by the family of his Cambridge schoolmate, Cecil Valance writes an inspiring poem 

in an autograph album that becomes a staple of every English classroom after he is killed 

during World War I. FIC HOLLINGHURST 

 
Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro 

In the summer of 1956, Stevens, the ageing butler of Darlington Hall, embarks on a leisurely 

holiday that will take him deep into the English countryside and into his past. FIC ISHIGURO 

 
Winter Ghosts by Kate Mosse 

Traveling through the French Pyrenees to process the horrors of World War I, Freddie meets  

a lovely young woman also in mourning with whom he exchanges stories that unravel a  

centuries-old mystery.  FIC MOSSE 

 
Buccaneers by Edith Wharton 

Five American girls, denied access to 1870s New York society due to the newness of their 

wealth, go to England to marry into the cash-hungry aristocracy.  FIC WHARTON 

 
The Luxe by Anna Godbersen 

In Manhattan in 1899, five teens of different social classes lead dangerously scandalous lives, 

despite the strict rules of society and the best-laid plans of parents and others. 

TSERIES GODBERSON LUXE V1 

 
Golden Prince by Rebecca Dean 

In 1912 England, seventeen-year-old Prince Edward falls in love with the beautiful Lily 

Houghton who is not of royal blood, and as the two young lovers prepare to wed, the prince's 

royal destiny hangs in the balance.  FIC DEAN 

 
Falling Angels by Tracy Chevalier 
In a novel of manners and social divisions set against the backdrop of turn-of-the-century 

England, two girls from different classes become friends, and their families' lives become  

intertwined in the process.  FIC CHEVALIER 

 
 
 

For more suggestions check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


